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Debt sales
deal done

THE planned sale of six
properties with rates in ar-
rears will no longer go
ahead after property own-
ers finally came to an
agreement with the Bun-
daberg Regional Council
over the long overdue bills.

Bundaberg Mayor Mal
Forman said the council
had resolved at a meeting
on November 20 last year
to sell 22 properties at a pu-
blic auction scheduled for
tomorrow at the Civic
Centre.

He said owners of all but
six of the 22 properties
identified had paid out-
standing amounts before
the April 20 notification of
auction.

“I am pleased to advise
that the rating liabilities of
the final six properties
have now been resolved.”

Cr Forman said selling
properties was a final re-
sort, only taken by the
council to recover rates
overdue for three years or

longer.

Hear 4 Alana to benefit from annual poker run
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POKER RUN: Royal Flying Docto
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Service will make the food for the Fraser Coast Social Riders Poker Run.
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THE Fraser Coast Social Rid-
ers will have extra motivation
for their third annual poker
run later this month with mo-
ney being raised for both Spi-
na Bifida Queensland and the
Hear 4 Alana campaign.

The Hear 4 Alana cam-
paign has raised just over
$50,000 so far to send young
Alana Reid to America for
much-needed surgery to give
her the gift of hearing.

The Fraser Coast Social
Riders will be supported by
the Royal Flying Doctors
Auxiliary Service who will
provide food for the event.

Auxiliary Service member
Carmel Roden said a simple
request from the riders’ or-
ganisation was all that it took
for them to get involved.

“We will be feeding about
100 people,” she said.

Mrs Roden said they would
provide dinner and breakfast
for the riders before they em-
barked on their 300km jour-
ney from Maryborough to
Bundaberg and were delight-
ed to be a part of such a
worthwhile cause.

Not tolerated: IGA manager hopes footage will help catch culprits

Racist rant exposed in CCTV
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A CITY supermarket at the
centre of a racially motivated
verbal attack on an ethnic
woman by another shopper
hasreleased CCTV footage of
the confrontation.

The NewsMail ran a story
in Saturday’s paper after
speaking to Wendy Fay, who
witnessed the woman being

abused by a drunken man for
wearing a scarf inside the
Bundaberg Plaza Supa IGA
last Wednesday.

Miss Fay said the man had
repeatedly yelled, “you’re in
Australia now, you can’t wear
that sh*t on your head”, while
other shoppers watched on
silently.

But store owner Kevin Cast
said his staff did all they
could to help the woman.

“Staff escorted the lady out
to the car and stayed with her
and packed her groceries
away,” he said.

“She wasn’t abandoned at
all.”

Mr Cast said by the time
the store manager reached
the checkouts, the man who
carried out the attack and his
friend had left the store.

“They were obviously
drunk - they never bought

anything,” he said.

Mr Cast said releasing the
CCTV footage might prompt
the woman to come forward,
as he was told police could
not act unless a complaint
was made.

The footage shows two
men, the abuser in a black hat
at right and a companion, en-
tering the store, walking
around and then leaving.

“I don’t know who the wo-

man is,” Mr Cast said.

“If the woman comes for-
ward, maybe we can do some-
thing about it.

“I certainly don’t tolerate
(what happened) - it’s ha-
rassment.”

Mr Cast said the staff did
all they could to ensure the
woman left the store safely.

“The store did act - it ap-
peared (in the article) as if we
had done nothing,” he said.

SNAPPED: The two men were
captured in CCTV footage.

PERFECT PEARLS

Your chance fo WIN Ikecho Pearl Vouchers thanks fo Ritchies Jewellers

This Mother's Day, to celebrate the launch of their new
lkecho Pearl Jewellery, Ritchies Jewellers, together with
the NewsMail, are giving readers the chance to win':

Back to school
for councillor

IT WILL be back to
school for Bundaberg
councillor Vince Haber-
mann today, as he
swaps his seat on
council for that of
principal.

As part of Education

Labor's racing
deals in probe

CONTRACTS for
racetrack works in
regional Queensland
will likely come
under the micro-
scope after the
Queensland Govern-
ment ordered an
inquiry into allega-
tions of "golden
handshake payouts”

Mackay completed
last year and carried
out work at Cal-
laghan Park in Rock-
hampton.
Attorney-General
Jarrod Bleijie said
the inquiry was a
response to serious
allegations raised in
recent weeks about

cork
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Week's Principal for a
Day initiative, Cr Ha-
bermann will take the
top job at Bundaberg
High School to get an
insight into the chal-
lenges of teachers and
students.

The councillor said
he was looking forward
to the experience.

“Schools are an
integral part of the
community,” he said.

Bundaberg High
School’s real principal
Raelene Fysh said Cr
Habermann was the
natural choice for the
principal initiative.

"Vince is our local
councillor for the

Vince Habermann.

school and has also
has become a host
parent for our in-
ternational students,”
she said.

Mrs Fysh said the
best advice she could
offer the councillor
was to talk to the
students.

“He is a leader in the
community and I'm a
leader in a fairly com-
plex community,” she
said.

"I think we have
quite a lot in common.’

J

and "murky back-
room dealings”.

The Commission of
Inquiry, announced
yesterday, will be
directed to investi-
gate Sunshine Coast
firm Contour Con-
sulting Engineers
which was allegedly
awarded 37 con-
tracts through the
former Labor Govern-
ment with only one
put out to tender.

The firm complet-
ed track work at
Caloundra's Cor-
bould Park, was
project manager for
the $7.9 million
upgrade to the Oora-
lea racetrack at

$150 million “being
thrown around”
between the former
Labor government
and the former
Queensland Racing
bosses.

But Mr Bleijie said
he would leave the
decision to call
former premier Anna
Bligh and former
treasurer Andrew
Fraser, and whether
to examine contracts
in regional Queens-
land, to the commis-
sioner he was yet to
appoint.

The three-month
inquiry will begin on
July 1and is expect-
ed to cost $3 million.
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